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Marriage and Land Law in Shakespeare and Middleton examines the dynamics of early modern marriage-
making, a time-honored practice that was evolving, often surreptitiously, from patriarchal control based on
money and inheritance, to a companionate union in which love and the couple’s own agency played a role.
Among early modern playwrights, the marriage plays of Shakespeare and Middleton are particularly, though
not uniquely, concerned with this evolution, observing the movement towards spousal choice determined by
the couple themselves. Through the late Elizabethan and early Jacobean period, the role of the patriarch,
though often compromised, remained intact: the father or guardian negotiated the financial terms. And, in a
culture that was still tied to feudal practices, land law held a primary place in the bargain. This book, while
following the arc of changing marriage practices, focuses on the ways in which the oldest determination of
status, land, affects marital decisions. Land is not a constant topic of conversation in the twenty-one
theatrical marriages scrutinized here, but it is a persistent and omnipresent truth of family and economic life.
In paired discussions of marriage plays by Shakespeare and Middleton—The Taming of the Shrew/A Chaste
Maid in Cheapside, All’s Well That Ends Well/A Trick To Catch the Old One, Measure for Measure/A Mad
World, My Masters, The Merchant of Venice/The Roaring Girl, and Much Ado About Nothing/No Wit, No
Help Like A Woman’s—this book explores the attempts, maneuvers, intrigues, ruses, and schemes that
marriageable characters deploy in order to control spousal choice and secure land. Special attention is given
to patriarchal figures whose poor judgment exploits inheritance law weaknesses and to the lack of legal
protection and hence the vulnerability of women—and men—who engage the system in unconventional
ways. Investigation into the milieu of early modern patriarchal influence in marriage-making and the laws
governing inheritance practices enables a fresh reading of Shakespeare’s and Middleton’s marriage
comedies.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Mejia:

The reserve untitled Marriage and Land Law in Shakespeare and Middleton is the e-book that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of Marriage and Land Law in Shakespeare and Middleton from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Joseph Southard:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. Marriage and Land Law in Shakespeare and Middleton can be your answer
given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Denise Wentzel:

The book untitled Marriage and Land Law in Shakespeare and Middleton contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Jessica Seymore:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Marriage and Land Law in Shakespeare and Middleton was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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