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Mortal Remains introduces new methods of analyzing death and its crucial meanings over a 240-year period,
from 1620 to 1860, untangling its influence on other forms of cultural expression, from religion and politics
to race relations and the nature of war. In this volume historians and literary scholars join forces to explore
how, in a medically primitive and politically evolving environment, mortality became an issue that was
inseparable from national self-definition.

Attempting to make sense of their suffering and loss while imagining a future of cultural permanence and
spiritual value, early Americans crafted metaphors of death in particular ways that have shaped the national
mythology. As the authors show, the American fascination with murder, dismembered bodies, and scenes of
death, the allure of angel sightings, the rural cemetery movement, and the enshrinement of George
Washington as a saintly father, constituted a distinct sensibility. Moreover, by exploring the idea of the
vanishing Indian and the brutality of slavery, the authors demonstrate how a culture of violence and death
had an early effect on the American collective consciousness.

Mortal Remains draws on a range of primary sources—from personal diaries and public addresses, satire and
accounts of sensational crime—and makes a needed contribution to neglected aspects of cultural history. It
illustrates the profound ways in which experiences with death and the imagery associated with it became
enmeshed in American society, politics, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

This Mortal Remains: Death in Early America are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Mortal Remains: Death in Early America can be one of the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person
with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Mortal Remains: Death in Early America giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

David Anthony:

The actual book Mortal Remains: Death in Early America has a lot associated with on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

David Barthel:

Exactly why? Because this Mortal Remains: Death in Early America is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Monika Cunniff:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Mortal Remains: Death in Early America why because the amazing cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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