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The Chinese Cultural Revolution began in 1966 and led to a ten-year-long reign of Maoist terror throughout
China, in which millions died or were sent to labor camps in the country or subjected to other forms of
extreme discipline and humiliation. Ji Xianlin was one of them. The Cowshed is Ji’s harrowing account of
his imprisonment in 1968 on the campus of Peking University and his subsequent disillusionment with the
cult of Mao. As the campus spirals into a political frenzy, Ji, a professor of Eastern languages, is persecuted
by lecturers and students from his own department. His home is raided, his most treasured possessions are
destroyed, and Ji himself must endure hours of humiliation at brutal “struggle sessions.” He is forced to
construct a cowshed (a makeshift prison for intellectuals who were labeled class enemies) in which he is then
housed with other former colleagues. His eyewitness account of this excruciating experience is full of sharp
irony, empathy, and remarkable insights into a central event in Chinese history.

In contemporary China, the Cultural Revolution remains a delicate topic, little discussed, but if a Chinese
citizen has read one book on the subject, it is likely to be Ji’s memoir. When The Cowshed was published in
China in 1998, it quickly became a bestseller. The Cultural Revolution had nearly disappeared from the
collective memory. Prominent intellectuals rarely spoke openly about the revolution, and books on the
subject were almost nonexistent. By the time of Ji’s death in 2009, little had changed, and despite its
popularity, The Cowshed remains one of the only testimonies of its kind. As Zha Jianying writes in the
introduction, “The book has sold well and stayed in print. But authorities also quietly took steps to restrict
public discussion of the memoir, as its subject continues to be treated as sensitive. The present English
edition, skillfully translated by Chenxin Jiang, is hence a welcome, valuable addition to the small body of
work in this genre. It makes an important contribution to our understanding of that period.”
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Cowshed: Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution as your
daily resource information.

Debra Brunette:

The guide with title The Cowshed: Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Angela Souther:

This The Cowshed: Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Cowshed:
Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that
will?

Charlotte Neville:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Cowshed: Memories of the
Chinese Cultural Revolution to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open
a book and study it. Beside that the guide The Cowshed: Memories of the Chinese Cultural Revolution can to
be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these



time.
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