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It was mainly only the European urban centers that converted to Christianity, and often more for political or
commercial interests, than as a matter of faith. The old religions persisted in the villages or pagani, from
which the term Paganism arose. The Christians built their sanctuaries upon the pagan sites, expropriating
their numinous past, assimilating the symbolism of the former deities, and commonly incorporating the
actual architectural remnants. The wisdom of those deposed gods and their rites persisted in less
objectionable forms - disguised to delude the censors - as country festivals and quaint tales often about the
fairy folk, who coexisted with this world and could be accessed by magical procedures that perpetuated half-
remembered methods of authentic ancient shamanism.

Such shamanism always involved pharmaceutical expertise. Mircea Eliade was mistaken in concluding that
drugs were characteristic only of the late and decadent stages of a religion. Rock paintings of the greatest
antiquity and his own abundant citations indicate that, instead, a pharmacological Eucharist was the norm;
and Eliade was himself about to reverse his stance shortly before his death.

Encoded in tales seemingly as simple as Snow White with her poisoned red and white apple are themes
traceable back to the great epics of Homer and the Mesopotamian Gilgamesh. These patterns of shamanic
empowerment lurk also in the histories of the leading families of Europe, who could not completely divest
themselves of the former religious basis for their right to rule, but instead they embraced, Christianized, and
buried it in sanctified graves, as was the case with the great fairy Melusina, whose eighth abominable son,
called Horrible, was murdered. A number of churches involved in the Albigensian heresy claim his body was
laid to rest beneath them.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Hidden World: Survival of Pagan Shamanic Themes in
European Fairytales. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important any book The Hidden World: Survival of Pagan Shamanic Themes in European
Fairytales. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's study.

Robert Irizarry:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this The Hidden World:
Survival of Pagan Shamanic Themes in European Fairytales.

Louis Hudson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love The Hidden World: Survival of Pagan Shamanic Themes
in European Fairytales, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Janice Evans:

This The Hidden World: Survival of Pagan Shamanic Themes in European Fairytales is brand-new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Hidden World: Survival of Pagan Shamanic Themes in European Fairytales can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books



develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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