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How did people think about listening in the ancient world, and what evidence do we have of it in practice?
The Christian faith came to the illiterate majority in the early Church through their ears. This proved
problematic: the senses and the body had long been held in suspicion as all too temporal, mutable and
distracting. Carol Harrison argues that despite profound ambivalence on these matters, in practice, the
senses, and in particular the sense of hearing, were ultimately regarded as necessary - indeed salvific -
constraints for fallen human beings. By examining early catechesis, preaching and prayer, she demonstrates
that what illiterate early Christians heard both formed their minds and souls and, above all, enabled them to
become "literate" listeners; able not only to grasp the rule of faith but also tacitly to follow the infinite
variations on it which were played out in early Christian teaching, exegesis and worship. It becomes clear
that listening to the faith was less a matter of rationally appropriating facts and more an art which needed to
be constantly practiced: for what was heard could not be definitively fixed and pinned down, but was
ultimately the Word of the unknowable, transcendent God. This word demanded of early Christian listeners a
response - to attend to its echoes, recollect and represent it, stretch out towards it source, and in the process,
be transformed by it.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hayes:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this The Art of
Listening in the Early Church.

Elizabeth Bello:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Art of Listening in the
Early Church that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, it is possible to pick The Art of Listening in the Early Church become your own starter.

Stephen Comerford:

This The Art of Listening in the Early Church is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Art of
Listening in the Early Church in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Frank Moore:

This The Art of Listening in the Early Church is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Art of Listening in the Early Church
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking



for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along
with knowledge.
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