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William Sharon was surely one of the most colorful scoundrels of the nineteenth-century mining West. He
epitomized the robber barons of the nation's Gilded Age and the moral decay and corruption for which that
period remains infamous, yet he was also a visionary capitalist who controlled more than a dozen of the
greatest mines on Nevada's mighty Comstock Lode, built the Virginia & Truckee Railroad, manipulated
speculation and prices on the San Francisco Stock Exchange, and revived the collapsed Bank of California.
Sharon's archenemy Adolph Sutro called him "a thoroughly bad man - a man entirely void of principle,"
while a Comstock neighbor called him "one of the best men that ever lived in Virginia City." Both
descriptions were reasonably accurate. In this first-ever biography of one of Nevada's most reviled historical
figures, author Michael Makley examines Sharon's complex nature and the turbulent times in which he
flourished. Arriving in San Francisco shortly after the Gold Rush began, Sharon saw his fortunes grow with
those of the city. He was involved in real estate, politics, banking, and the San Francisco Stock Exchange,
and was a party in several of the era's most shocking business and sexual scandals. When he moved to
Virginia City, Nevada's mushrooming silver boomtown, his business dealings there soon made him known as
the "King of the Comstock." Makley's engaging and meticulously researched account not only lays bare the
life of the notorious and enigmatic Sharon but also examines the broader historical context of his career - the
complex business relationships between San Francisco and the booming gold and silver mining camps of the
Far West, the machinations of rampant Gilded Age capitalism, and the sophisticated financial and
technological infrastructure supporting Virginia City's boomtown economy. "The Infamous King of the
Comstock" offers a highly readable, fresh perspective on Nevada and the mining West during one of the
country's most decadent and corrupt eras.
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From reader reviews:

Sheree Gonzalez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Infamous
King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada
History)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Mary Abrams:

This The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson
Series in Nevada History) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Infamous King Of
The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History)
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become
worry The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West
(Shepperson Series in Nevada History) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in
Nevada History) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Melinda Walton:

The book untitled The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West
(Shepperson Series in Nevada History) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Richard Lawrence:

This The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson
Series in Nevada History) is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information
since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or



you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Infamous King Of The Comstock: William
Sharon And The Gilded Age In The West (Shepperson Series in Nevada History) can be the light food for
you because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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