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The English writer Christopher Isherwood settled in California in 1939 and spent the war years working in
Hollywood film studios, teaching English to European refugees, and converting to Hinduism. By the time the
war ended, he realized he was not cut out to be a monk. With his self-imposed wartime vigil behind him, he
careened into a life of frantic socializing, increasing dissipation, anxiety, and, eventually, despair. For nearly
a half decade he all but ceased to write fiction and even abandoned his lifelong habit of keeping a diary.

This is Isherwood's own account, reconstructed from datebooks, letters, and memory nearly thirty years later,
of his experience during those missing years: his activities in Santa Monica, and also in New York and
London, just after the war. Begun in 1971, in a postsixties atmosphere of liberation, Lost Years includes
explicit details of his romantic and sexual relationships during the 1940s and unveils a hidden and sometimes
shocking way of life shared with friends and acquaintances--many of whom were well-known artists, actors,
and film-makers. Not until the 1951 Broadway success of I Am a Camera, adapted from his Berlin stories,
did Isherwood begin to reclaim control of his talents and of his future.

Isherwood never prepared Lost years for publication because he rapidly became caught up in writing the
book that established him as a hero of gay liberation, Christopher and His Kind.

With unpolished directness, and with insight and wit, Lost Years shows how Isherwood developed his private
recollections into the unique mixture of personal mythology and social history that characterizes much of his
best work. This surprising and important memoir also highlights his determination to track down even the
most elusive and unappealing aspects of his past in order to understand and honestly portray himself, both as
a writer and as a human being.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Walker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Lost Years: A Memoir 1945 - 1951. Try to make book Lost Years: A
Memoir 1945 - 1951 as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Nancy Hunt:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Lost Years: A Memoir
1945 - 1951. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Bruce Parisien:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Lost Years: A Memoir 1945 - 1951.

Kimberly Morris:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Lost Years: A Memoir 1945 - 1951 was filled concerning science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read
a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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