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Rake at the Gates of Hell: Shane MacGowan in Context is a mix of Irish history and culture, biography, and
music criticism. It explores Shane MacGowan’s art by juxtaposing details of his life with those elements of
Irish culture and history that inform the themes in his work. The book presents MacGowan’s life
chronologically, supplementing information on Irish history and culture at those points where it can best
illuminate MacGowan’s story. His career with the Nips, the Pogues, and the Popes is covered extensively.
The book includes critical assessments of significant live performances and all studio recordings made with
each of these three bands. MacGowan’s life story is told warts and all. His hedonistic lifestyle and history of
substance abuse is reported in a way that neither sensationalizes nor minimizes the facts. The text is
enlivened by extensive quotations, primarily from MacGowan himself, which were either taken from
conversations with the author or culled from published interviews. The book explores several themes
prominent in MacGowan’s work. Foremost among these are Irish Republicanism, the Irish Republican
Army, Irish emigration, and various factors that contribute to Irish emigration. While the discussion of these
topics is not exhaustive, it is detailed enough to enhance appreciation of Shane MacGowan’s art. Moreover,
Rake at the Gates of Hell: Shane MacGowan in Context is the only book yet written that chronicles
MacGowan’s remarkable comeback with the Pogues, the band that fired him nearly two decades ago.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Jackson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Rake at the Gates of Hell: Shane MacGowan in Context. Try to face the
book Rake at the Gates of Hell: Shane MacGowan in Context as your buddy. It means that it can to be your
friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Alberto Redden:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Rake at the Gates of Hell: Shane MacGowan
in Context book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Terrance Oneal:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Rake at the Gates of Hell: Shane MacGowan in Context your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Rake at the Gates of Hell: Shane MacGowan in Context giving you one
more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Claudine Currie:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Rake at the Gates of Hell: Shane
MacGowan in Context is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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