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IT was on the first of October, 1791, that the new Legislative Assembly was to be inaugurated over France.

King Louis XVI., captured with Queen Marie Antoinette and the royal family, while attempting to escape
from the kingdom and join his brothers and the other princes abroad, was held in a kind of detention, like
imprisonment without hard labor, in the Tuileries Palace in Paris.

His fate hung on the members of the new House of Representatives. Let us hasten to see what they were.

The Congress was composed of seven hundred and forty-five members: four hundred lawyers of one kind or
another; some seventy literary men; seventy priests who had taken the oath to abide by the Constitution, not
yet framed, but to which the king had subscribed on the sketch. The remaining two hundred odd were
landholders, farming their own estates or hiring them out to others.

Among these was François Billet, a robust peasant of forty-five, distinguished by the people of Paris and
France as a hero, from having been mainly instrumental in the taking of the Bastile, regarded as the
embodiment of the ancient tyranny, now almost leveled with the dust.

Billet had suffered two wrongs at the hands of the king's men and the nobles, which he had sworn to avenge
as well on the classes as on the individuals.

His farm-house had been pillaged by Paris policemen acting under a blank warrant signed by the king and
issued at the request of Andrea de Taverney, Countess of Charny, the queen's favorite, as her husband the
count was reckoned, too. She had a spite against Billet's friend, Dr. Honore Gilbert, a noted patriot and
politician. In his youth, this afterward distinguished physician had taken advantage of her senses being
steeped in a mesmeric swoon, to lower her pride. Thanks to this trance and from his overruling love, he was
the progenitor of her son, Sebastian Emile Gilbert; but with all the pride of this paternity, he was haunted by
unceasing remorse. Andrea could not forgive this crime, all the more as it was a thorn in her side since her
marriage.

It was a marriage enforced on her, as the Count of Charny had been caught by the king on his knees to the
queen; and to prevent the stupid monarch being convinced by this scene that there was truth in the tattle at
court that Count Charny was Marie Antoinette's paramour, she had explained that he merely was suing for
the hand of her friend Andrea. The king's consent given, this marriage took place, but for six years the couple
dwelt apart; not that mutual love did not prevail between them, but neither was aware of the affection each
had inspired in the other at first sight.

The new countess thought that Charny's affection for the queen was a guilty and durable one; while he,
believing his wife, by compulsion, a saint on earth, dared not presume on the position which fate and
devotion to their sovereign had imposed on them both.



This devotion was confirmed on the count's part, cemented by blood; for his two brothers, Valence and
Isidore, had lost their lives in defending the king and queen from the revolutionists.

Andrea had a brother, Philip, who also loved the queen, but he had been offended by her amour with Charny;
and, being touched by an American republican fever while fighting with Lafayette for the liberation of the
thirteen colonies, he had quitted the court of France.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to
stand up than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific
The Countess of Charny : or, The Execution of King Louis XVI (A Historical Novel of Love and Loyalty)
book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Edward White:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Countess of Charny : or, The
Execution of King Louis XVI (A Historical Novel of Love and Loyalty) is kind of book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Manuel Pina:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
often the book you have read will be The Countess of Charny : or, The Execution of King Louis XVI (A
Historical Novel of Love and Loyalty).

Roxie Gregory:

Beside this The Countess of Charny : or, The Execution of King Louis XVI (A Historical Novel of Love and
Loyalty) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Countess of Charny : or, The
Execution of King Louis XVI (A Historical Novel of Love and Loyalty) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from
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