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A musical life as glorious metaphor for Florida's cultural landscape.

This biography of 97-year-old Richard Seaman, who grew up in Kissimmee Park, Florida, relies on oral
history and folklore research to define the place of musicianship and storytelling in the state's history from
one artist's perspective. Gregory Hansen presents Seaman's assessment of Florida's changing cultural
landscape through his tall tales, personal experience narratives, legends, fiddle tune repertory, and
descriptions of daily life.

Seaman's childhood memories of fiddling performances and rural dances explain the role such gatherings
played in building and maintaining social order within the community. As an adult, Seaman moved to
Jacksonville, Florida, where he worked as a machinist and performed with his family band. The evolution of
his musical repertory from the early 1920s through the 1950s provides a resource for reconstructing social
life in the rural south and for understanding how changes in musical style reflect the state's increasingly
urban social structure. Hansen includes a set of Seaman's fiddle tunes, transcribed for the benefit of
performer and researcher alike. The thirty tall tales included in the volume constitute a representative sample
of Florida’s oral tradition in the early years of the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oliveras:

The book A Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of Richard Seaman can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
A Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of Richard Seaman? Some of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book A Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of Richard Seaman has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Debra Lovern:

Here thing why that A Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of Richard Seaman are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. A Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of Richard Seaman giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with A
Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of Richard Seaman. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of
Richard Seaman in e-book can be your substitute.

Victor Loy:

The book with title A Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of Richard Seaman has lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Derick Heinz:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying A Florida Fiddler: The Life
and Times of Richard Seaman that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at



as your good habit, you can pick A Florida Fiddler: The Life and Times of Richard Seaman become your
own starter.
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