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First published in 1919 by Ezra Pound, Ernest Fenollosa's essay on the Chinese written language has become
one of the most often quoted statements in the history of American poetics. As edited by Pound, it presents a
powerful conception of language that continues to shape our poetic and stylistic preferences: the idea that
poems consist primarily of images; the idea that the sentence form with active verb mirrors relations of
natural force. But previous editions of the essay represent Pound's understanding-it is fair to say, his
appropriation-of the text. Fenollosa's manuscripts, in the Beinecke Library of Yale University, allow us to
see this essay in a different light, as a document of early, sustained cultural interchange between North
Americaand East Asia.Pound's editing of the essay obscured two important features, here restored to view:
Fenollosa's encounter with Tendai Buddhism and Buddhist ontology, and his concern with the dimension of
sound in Chinese poetry.This book is the definitive critical edition of Fenollosa's important work. After a
substantial Introduction, the text as edited by Pound is presented, together with his notes and plates. At the
heart of the edition is the first full publication of the essay as Fenollosa wrote it, accompanied by the many
diagrams, characters, and notes Fenollosa (and Pound) scrawled on the verso pages. Pound's deletions,
insertions, and alterations to Fenollosa's sometimes ornate prose are meticulously captured, enabling readers
to follow the quasi-dialogue between Fenollosa and his posthumous editor. Earlier drafts and related talks
reveal the developmentof Fenollosa's ideas about culture, poetry, and translation. Copious multilingual
annotation is an important feature of the edition.This masterfully edited book will be an essential resource for
scholars and poets and a starting point for a renewed discussion of the multiple sources of American
modernist poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Casas:

The book The Chinese Written Character as a Medium for Poetry: A Critical Edition make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The
Chinese Written Character as a Medium for Poetry: A Critical Edition being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Chinese Written Character as a
Medium for Poetry: A Critical Edition. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Janice Delarosa:

The particular book The Chinese Written Character as a Medium for Poetry: A Critical Edition has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Jimmy Hostetter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. The Chinese Written Character as a Medium for Poetry: A Critical Edition can be your answer as it
can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Rene Hudson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Chinese Written Character as a Medium for Poetry: A Critical Edition when you
needed it?
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