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Over the last one hundred years, the image of the physically strong, confident, muscular woman has been the
object of derision, fascination, and erotic fantasy; she is often portrayed, in both photography and illustration,
as a sexy dominatrix, sexless mannequin, or sideshow freak. In this fascinating collection of rare archival
images from the late-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century, authors David L. Chapman and Patricia
Vertinsky trace the peculiar yet fascinating history of muscular women in popular culture.

One of the battlefields in this cultural conflict appeared in popular imagery: posters, advertisements, comic
books, magazine illustrations, and (most particularly) photography all offered outlets of expression for many
muscular women. Until quite recently, however, such females were packaged for the general public as
physical monstrosities, lesbian man-haters, kinky sex objects, or beautiful living statues. At the same time,
many women, including those in the emerging female bodybuilder community, have had to fight hard to
reclaim the image of female muscularity as their own.

Featuring some two hundred full-color and black-and-white illustrations, many never before published,
Venus with Biceps is a beautiful and historically significant book about gender, image, social expectations,
and female power.

David L. Chapman has written extensively on gay erotic photography and male bodybuilders.

Patricia Vertinsky is a professor at the School of Human Kinetics at the University of British Columbia
who has written four previous books on sports and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Kerns:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will require this Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women.

Robert McKay:

The feeling that you get from Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women is the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial
History of Muscular Women instantly.

Malcolm Moser:

Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Venus with Biceps: A
Pictorial History of Muscular Women however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Julie Long:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women provide you with a new experience
in studying a book.
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