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As things now stand, the course of instruction in American history in our public schools embraces three
distinct treatments of the subject. Three separate books are used. First, there is the primary book, which is
usually a very condensed narrative with emphasis on biographies and anecdotes. Second, there is the
advanced text for the seventh or eighth grade, generally speaking, an expansion of the elementary book by
the addition of forty or fifty thousand words. Finally, there is the high school manual. This, too, ordinarily
follows the beaten path, giving fuller accounts of the same events and characters. To put it bluntly, we do not
assume that our children obtain permanent possessions from their study of history in the lower grades. If
mathematicians followed the same method, high school texts on algebra and geometry would include the
multiplication table and fractions. There is, of course, a ready answer to the criticism advanced above. It is
that teachers have learned from bitter experience how little history their pupils retain as they pass along the
regular route. No teacher of history will deny this. Still it is a standing challenge to existing methods of
historical instruction. If the study of history cannot be made truly progressive like the study of mathematics,
science, and languages, then the historians assume a grave responsibility in adding their subject to the
already overloaded curriculum. If the successive historical texts are only enlarged editions of the first
text—more facts, more dates, more words—then history deserves most of the sharp criticism which it is
receiving from teachers of science, civics, and economics. In this condition of affairs we find our
justification for offering a new high school text in American history. Our first contribution is one of
omission. The time-honored stories of exploration and the biographies of heroes are left out. We frankly hold
that, if pupils know little or nothing about Columbus, Cortes, Magellan, or Captain John Smith by the time
they reach the high school, it is useless to tell the same stories for perhaps the fourth time. It is worse than
useless. It is an offense against the teachers of those subjects that are demonstrated to be progressive in
character.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific History of the United States
book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Brian Ramos:

The particular book History of the United States will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book
very acceptable to you. The book History of the United States is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

David Browning:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled History of the United States can be good book to read. May
be it could be best activity to you.

Rebbecca Farley:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and History of the United States or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes History of the United States
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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