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The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross is the companion book to the six-part, six-hour documentary
of the same name, which aired on national, prime-time public television in the fall of 2013. The series is the
first to air since 1968 that chronicles the full sweep of 500 years of African American history, from the
origins of slavery on the African continent and the arrival of the first black conquistador, Juan Garrido, in
Florida in 1513, through five centuries of remarkable historic events right up to today—when Barack Obama
is serving his second term as President, yet our country remains deeply divided by race and class.

The book explores these topics in even more detail than possible in the television series, and examines many
other fascinating matters as well, such as the ethnic origins—and the regional and cultural diversity—of the
Africans whose enslavement led to the creation of the African American people. It delves into the
multiplicity of cultural institutions, political strategies, and religious and social perspectives that African
Americans have created in the half a millennium since their African ancestors first arrived on these shores.
Like the television series, this book guides readers on an engaging journey through the Black Atlantic
world—from Africa and Europe to the Caribbean, Latin America, and the United States—to shed new light
on what it has meant, and means, to be an African American.

By highlighting the complex internal debates and class differences within the Black Experience in this
country, readers will learn that the African American community, which black abolitionist Martin R. Delany
described as a “nation within a nation,” has never been a truly uniform entity, and that its members have
been debating their differences of opinion and belief from their very first days in this country. The road to
freedom for black people in America has not been linear; rather, much like the course of a river, it has been
full of loops and eddies, slowing and occasionally reversing current. Ultimately, this book emphasizes the
idea that African American history encompasses multiple continents and venues, and must be viewed
through a transnational perspective to be fully understood.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

The experience that you get from The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific The African Americans:
Many Rivers to Cross instantly.

Mohammad Darling:

The reason? Because this The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Linda Manning:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Scot Vines:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out



your book? Or just seeking the The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross when you required it?
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