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The Pacific Muse offers a fresh perspective on a seductively familiar topic: the colonial stereotype of the
exotic Pacific island woman. By tracing the evolution of female primitivism from Western antiquity to
twentieth-century Hollywood images, the book sheds new light on our understanding of how and why this
ideal has persisted and the major role it has played in the colonization of Pacific peoples.

While examining colonial culture in its many manifestations, from art, literature, and film to the journals of
explorers and missionaries, O’Brien rereads not only the canonical texts of Pacific imperialism, but also
lesser-known remnants of this cultural heritage with an eye to what they reveal about gender, sexuality, race,
and femininity. Over its long history – from the famous (and much romanticized) settlement of Tahitian
women and mutineers from the Bounty on Pitcairn Island in 1789 to the South Seas romantic tradition,
Gauguin, and beach culture – notions of female primitivism changed in response to the ideological
watersheds of Christianity, Enlightenment science, and race theories, as well as the development of
democratic nation-states, modernity, and colonialism. The Pacific Muse shows the continuities and
differences in representing colonized women across geographical regions and historical epochs and
highlights the importance of sexualization and feminization in imperial enterprises.

Including 37 illustrations of Pacific women from early etchings by shipboard artists to recent photographs,
this panoramic view of gendered Pacific history is enlightening reading for cultural anthropologists,
women’s and gender studies scholars, and historians of colonialism and the Pacific.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

The actual book The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series)
will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Pacific
Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ann Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and
the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The
Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) as good book not only
by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Sheila Robinson:

This The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) is great
guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan
Endowed Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Stephen Morgan:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity
and the Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you
to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book The Pacific Muse: Exotic Femininity and the
Colonial Pacific (McLellan Endowed Series) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and



confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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