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By any measure, the Pythagorean theorem is the most famous statement in al of mathematics, one
remembered from high school geometry class by even the most math-phobic students. Well over four
hundred proofs are known to exist, including ones by atwelve-year-old Einstein, ayoung blind girl,
Leonardo da Vinci, and a future president of the United States. Here--perhaps for the first timein English--is
the full story of this famous theorem.

Although attributed to Pythagoras, the theorem was known to the Babylonians more than a thousand years
before him. He may have been the first to prove it, but his proof--if indeed he had one--islost to us. Euclid
immortalized it as Proposition 47 in his Elements, and it is from there that it has passed down to generations
of students. The theorem is central to almost every branch of science, pure or applied. It has even been
proposed as a means to communicate with extraterrestrial beings, if and when we discover them. And,
expanded to four-dimensional space-time, it plays a pivotal rolein Einstein's theory of relativity.

In this book, Eli Maor bringsto life many of the characters that played arole in the development of the
Pythagorean theorem, providing a fascinating backdrop to perhaps our oldest enduring mathematical legacy.
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From reader reviews:
Amy Cason:

The book The Pythagorean Theorem: A 4,000-Y ear History can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Pythagorean Theorem: A 4,000-Y ear History? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book The Pythagorean Theorem: A 4,000-Y ear History has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

FrancesHairston:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many guestions above. They should
answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book isfamiliar in each
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this particular The
Pythagorean Theorem: A 4,000-Y ear History to read.

John Charles:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Pythagorean Theorem:
A 4,000-Y ear History, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit?
What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Julie Nealy:

As acollege student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Pythagorean Theorem: A 4,000-Y ear History can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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