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Most modern studies of Athenian religion have focused on festivals, cult practices, and individual deities.
Jon Mikalson turns instead to the religious beliefs citizens of Athens spoke of and acted upon in everyday
life. He uses evidence only from reliable, mostly contemporary sources such as the orators Lysias and
Demosthenes, the historian Xenophon, and state decrees, sacred laws, religious dedications, and epitaphs.

"This is in no sense a general history of Athenian religion," Mikalson writes, "even within the narrow
historical boundaries set. It is rather an investigation of what might be termed the consensus of popular
religious belief, a consensus consisting of those beliefs which an Athenian citizen thought he could express
publicly and for which he expected fo find general acceptance among his peers."

What emerges in Mikalson's study is a remarkable homogeneity of religious beliefs at the popular level. The
topics discussed at length in Athenian Popular Religion include the areas of divine intervention in human
life, the gods and human justice, gods and oaths, divination, death and the afterlife, the nature of the gods,
social aspects of popular religion, and piety and impiety.

Mikalson challenges the common opinion that popular religious belief in Athens deteriorated significantly
from the mid-fifth to the mid-fourth century B.C. "The error in understanding the development of Athenian
religion has arisen, it seems to me, because scholars have failed to distinguish properly between the differing
natures of the sources for our knowledge of religious beliefs in the earlier and later periods," Mikalson
writes. The difference between those sources "is more than simply one of years. It is a difference between
poetry and prose, with all the factors which that difference implies."
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Flores:

This Athenian Popular Religion tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Athenian Popular Religion can be on the list of great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Athenian Popular Religion giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jennie Miller:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Athenian Popular Religion can be the
answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Isabel Martin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve Athenian Popular Religion was filled about science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Athenian Popular Religion was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Athenian Popular Religion has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
which.
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