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From the preface by SF legend Bruce Sterling:

"Dery...brandishes a Diogenes lantern as the the smoke thickens on every side. ... Beset with
Google erudition, [these essays] tackle a dizzying set of topics--even within the essays, within
the very sentences, there are dizzying arrays of topics. ... He's very good at going into areas of
culture you wouldn't care to visit yourself, and performing autopsies. He assesses each bone
and organ in detail. Not in a crowd-pleasing way--he doesn't prettify it, culture-industrialize it
and build a gift-shop at the door. Mark is like a Martian probe. He is high-tech. He is way out
there, on his own. He came equipped with an onboard set of lenses and abrasion tools."

From the cultural critic Wired called "provocative and cuttingly humorous" comes a viciously funny,
joltingly insightful collection of drive-by critiques of contemporary America where chaos is the new normal.
Exploring the darkest corners of the national psyche and the nethermost regions of the self--the gothic, the
grotesque, and the carnivalesque--Mark Dery makes sense of the cultural dynamics of the American
madhouse early in the twenty-first century.
Here are essays on the pornographic fantasies of Star Trek fans, Facebook as Limbo of the Lost, George W.
Bush's fear of his inner queer, the theme-parking of the Holocaust, the homoerotic subtext of the Super
Bowl, the hidden agendas of IQ tests, Santa's secret kinship with Satan, the sadism of dentists, Hitler's
afterlife on YouTube, the sexual identity of 2001's HAL, the suicide note considered as a literary genre, the
surrealist poetry of robot spam, the zombie apocalypse, Lady Gaga, the Church of Euthanasia, toy guns in
the dream lives of American boys, and the polymorphous perversity of Madonna's big toe.
Dery casts a critical eye on the accepted order of things, boldly crossing into the intellectual no-fly zones
demarcated by cultural warriors on both sides of America's ideological divide: controversy-phobic corporate
media, blinkered academic elites, and middlebrow tastemakers. Intellectually omnivorous and promiscuously
interdisciplinary, Dery's writing is a generalist's guilty pleasure in an age of nanospecialization and niche
marketing. From Menckenesque polemics on American society and deft deconstructions of pop culture to
unflinching personal essays in which Dery turns his scalpel-sharp wit on himself, I Must Not Think Bad
Thoughts is a head-spinning intellectual ride through American dreams and American nightmares.
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular I Must Not Think Bad
Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American Dreams book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

William Walker:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on American Dread,
American Dreams this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That
is why this book suitable all of you.

Cami Raley:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts:
Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American Dreams as well as others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
different case, beside science book, any other book likes I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts: Drive-by Essays
on American Dread, American Dreams to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Marianne Button:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except



your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts:
Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American Dreams.
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