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Reassessing the meanings of "black humor" and "dark satire," Laughing Fit to Kill illustrates how black
comedians, writers, and artists have deftly deployed various modes of comedic "conjuring"--the absurd, the
grotesque, and the strategic expression of racial stereotypes--to redress not only the past injustices of slavery
and racism in America but also their legacy in the present. Focusing on representations of slavery in the
post-civil rights era, Carpio explores stereotypes in Richard Pryor's groundbreaking stand-up act and the
outrageous comedy of Chappelle's Show to demonstrate how deeply indebted they are to the sly social
criticism embedded in the profoundly ironic nineteenth-century fiction of William Wells Brown and Charles
W. Chesnutt. Similarly, she reveals how the iconoclastic literary works of Ishmael Reed and Suzan-Lori
Parks use satire, hyperbole, and burlesque humor to represent a violent history and to take on issues of racial
injustice. With an abundance of illustrations, Carpio also extends her discussion of radical black comedy to
the visual arts as she reveals how the use of subversive appropriation by Kara Walker and Robert Colescott
cleverly lampoons the iconography of slavery. Ultimately, Laughing Fit to Kill offers a unique look at the
bold, complex, and just plain funny ways that African American artists have used laughter to critique
slavery's dark legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

Typically the book Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois
Institute Series) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily
to read the book.

Irene Holmes:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series).

Jennifer Crawford:

This Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series) is
great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great
manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of
Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois Institute Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this
e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Ann Macdonald:

The book untitled Laughing Fit to Kill: Black Humor in the Fictions of Slavery (The W.E.B. Du Bois
Institute Series) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and



order it. Have a nice study.
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