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This first volume of the Official History of the UK Civil Service covers its evolution from the Northcote-
Trevelyan Report of 1854 to the first years of Mrs Thatcher’s government in 1981.

Despite current concerns with good governance and policy delivery, little serious attention has been paid to
the institution vital to both: the Civil Service. This Official History is designed to remedy this by placing
present problems in historical context and by providing a helpful structure in which others, and particularly
former officials, may contribute to the debate. Starting with the seminal 1854 Northcote-Trevelyan Report, it
covers the ‘lost opportunity’ of the 1940s when the Service failed to adapt the needs of ‘big government’ as
advocated by Beveridge and Keynes. It then examines, in greater detail, the belated attempts at
modernisation in the 1960s, the Service’s vilification in the 1970s and the final destruction of the ‘old order’
during the first years of Mrs Thatcher’s government.

Particular light is shed on the origins of such current concerns as

the role of special advisers●

the need for a Prime Minister’s Department●

the evolution of Parliamentary Select Committees to resolve the potential tension between bureaucracy and●

Parliamentary democracy.

This Official History is based on extensive research into both recently released and unreleased papers as well
as interviews with leading participants. It has important lessons to offer all those, both inside and outside the
UK, seeking to improve the quality of democratic government.

This book will be of great interest to all students of British history, British government and politics, and of
public administration in general.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Official
History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81
(Government Official History Series) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era.
Often the book untitled The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service,
Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series)is the one of several books that
will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

John Cleveland:

The publication untitled The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service,
Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series) is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Official History of the British
Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official
History Series) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Steven Green:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its
protect may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Official History of the British Civil Service:
Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series)
why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Andrew Hulbert:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Official History of the



British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government
Official History Series) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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