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The evolution of American spirituality over the past fifty years is the subject of Robert Wuthnow's
engrossing new book. Wuthnow uses in-depth interviews and a broad range of resource materials to show
how Americans, from teenagers to senior citizens, define their spiritual journeys. His findings are a telling
reflection of the changes in beliefs and lifestyles that have occurred throughout the United States in recent
decades.

Wuthnow reconstructs the social and cultural reasons for an emphasis on a spirituality of dwelling (houses of
worship, denominations, neighborhoods) during the 1950s. Then in the 1960s a spirituality of seeking began
to emerge, leading individuals to go beyond established religious institutions. In subsequent chapters
Wuthnow examines attempts to reassert spiritual discipline, encounters with the sacred (such as angels and
near-death experiences), and the development of the "inner self." His final chapter discusses a spirituality of
practice, an alternative for people who are uncomfortable within a single religious community and who want
more than a spirituality of endless seeking.

The diversity of contemporary American spirituality comes through in the voices of the interviewees.
Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, and Native Americans are included, as are followers of occult
practices, New Age religions, and other eclectic groups. Wuthnow also notes how politicized spirituality,
evangelical movements, and resources such as Twelve-Step programs and mental health therapy influence
definitions of religious life today.

Wuthnow's landmark book, The Restructuring of American Religion (1988), documented the changes in
institutional religion in the United States; now After Heaven explains the changes in personal spirituality that
have come to shape our religious life. Moreover, it is a compelling and insightful guide to understanding
American culture at century's end.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Palmateer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for all of us. The book After Heaven: Spirituality in America Since the 1950s
has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve After Heaven: Spirituality in America Since the 1950s is not only giving
you more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book After Heaven: Spirituality in
America Since the 1950s. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Alta Favors:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular After Heaven: Spirituality in
America Since the 1950s book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Jessica Bowman:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this After Heaven: Spirituality in America Since the 1950s
book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ruth Vazquez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be After Heaven: Spirituality in America Since the 1950s why because
the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.
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