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Moment of Grace tells the story of the American city in its remarkable heyday. Never before or after the
1950s were downtowns so exciting, neighborhoods so settled, or suburban dwellers so optimistic. Urban
culture was at its peak: it was vital, urbane, conformist, and generating rebellion all at once. Capturing the
mood of the '50s in superb historical photographs and mining delightfully varied sources—including urban
critics, interviews with city residents, novels, songs, magazines, and newspapers—Moment of Grace brings
alive the downtowns, the neighborhoods, and the suburbs of the era. A rich historical reflection on a singular
decade, the book also portrays the '50s as a critical turning point in American culture and economy. Michael
Johns shows us exactly why city life never could or would be the same again.

Giving a vivid sense of the lived experience of the day, Johns explores the '50s in cities such as New York,
San Francisco, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Oakland, writing about fashion (which demanded the highest
heels and pointiest breasts in history), nightlife, architecture, literature, business and economic trends, and
teenage culture. He tells us what was for sale in the stores, who lived in the neighborhoods, what life was
like for women in the brand-new suburbs, and much more. And he confronts difficult issues head-on. What
did the loss of city jobs and the simultaneous success of the civil rights movement mean for black
neighborhoods? What were the profound consequences of the rise of the suburbs for family life?

In contrast to the vibrant cities of the '50s, the streets of today's downtowns are often empty if not suffused
with melancholy. Johns uncovers the seeds of the transformation from the '50s to today, and at the same
time, he paints a memorable picture of the American past.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Moment
of Grace: The American City in the 1950s? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Helen Williams:

The ability that you get from Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s is the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s giving you joy feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s
instantly.

Daniel Starnes:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Moment of Grace: The American City in
the 1950s which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Stanley Rivas:

This Moment of Grace: The American City in the 1950s is completely new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Moment of Grace: The American City in
the 1950s can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for.
It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
knowledge.
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