
Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint)
John Napier

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0262140462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0262140462
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0262140462


Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint)

John Napier

Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) John Napier

"The tasks which fill'd beginners with dismayThis little book has banish'd clear away."John Napier had
already discovered and published an epochmaking treatise on logarithms when in 1617 he turned to
"rabdology" or rod-reckoning as yet another means by which to confront the problem of simplifying the huge
calculations involved in multiplication, division, and the extraction of roots. This first English translation of
Napier's Rabdologia provides a clear and readable introduction to a group of physical calculating devices,
which, long overshadowed by Napier's logarithms, have their own intrinsic interest and charm. Book I
describes the first device, a set of rods known as "Napier's Bones," which were inscribed with numbers
forming multiplication tables and used in conjunction with pencil and paper. Book 11 presents a series of
simple calculations that readers can solve by using the rods, and a series of tables of ratios useful for
division. Napier then describes the second mechanical device for calculation, a forerunner of the modern
calculator that he named promptuary or "place where things are stored ready for use." The third device,
similar to a chessboard, allowed calculations to be performed by moving counters around the squares.
Observing that the numbers had to be represented in what would now be called binary form, Napier provides
instructions for changing from ordinary to binary numbers and back again, a method that worked equally
well for multiplication and division and that had a particularly elegant symmetry when applied to the
extraction of square roots.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Ralph Humphries:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) had been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) is not only giving you far
more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Rabdology (Charles Babbage
Institute Reprint). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Cleta Blackwell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Rabdology (Charles
Babbage Institute Reprint) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era.
The book untitled Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint)is the main of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you
a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Marcela Beach:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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