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Our foremost theorist of myth, fairytales, and folktales explores the magical realm of the imagination where
carpets fly, objects speak, dreams reveal hidden truths, and genies grant prophetic wishes. Stranger Magic
examines the wondrous tales of the Arabian Nights, their profound impact on the West, and the progressive
exoticization of magic since the eighteenth century, when the first European translations appeared.

The Nights seized European readers' imaginations during the siècle des Lumières, inspiring imitations,
spoofs, turqueries, extravaganzas, pantomimes, and mauresque tastes in dress and furniture. Writers from
Voltaire to Goethe to Borges, filmmakers from Raoul Walsh on, and countless authors of children's books
have adapted its stories. What gives these tales their enduring power to bring pleasure to readers and
audiences? Their appeal, Marina Warner suggests, lies in how the stories' magic stimulates the creative
activity of the imagination. Their popularity during the Enlightenment was no accident: dreams, projections,
and fantasies are essential to making the leap beyond the frontiers of accepted knowledge into new scientific
and literary spheres. The magical tradition, so long disavowed by Western rationality, underlies modernity's
most characteristic developments, including the charmed states of brand-name luxury goods, paper money,
and psychoanalytic dream interpretation.

In Warner's hands, the Nights reveal the underappreciated cultural exchanges between East and West, Islam
and Christianity, and cast light on the magical underpinnings of contemporary experience, where mythical
principles, as distinct from religious belief, enjoy growing acceptance. These tales meet the need for
enchantment, in the safe guise of oriental costume.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

This Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights can be
one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Stranger
Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Chris Robertson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of
many ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Richard Martinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Stranger
Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights.

Yvonne Tetrault:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the
Arabian Nights to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights can



to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the
time.
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