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What if the Persians had won at Salamis? What if Christ had not been crucified? What if the Chinese had
harnessed steam power before the West? Disparaged by some as a mere parlor game, counterfactual history
is seen by others as an indispensable historical tool. Taking as their point of inquiry the debate over the
inevitability of the rise of the West, the eminent scholars in Unmaking the West argue that there is no
escaping counterfactual history. Whenever we make claims of cause and effect, we commit ourselves to the
assumption that if key links in the causal chain were broken, history would have unfolded otherwise.
Likewise, without counterfactual history we all too easily slip into the habit of hindsight bias, forgetting, as
soon as we learn what happened, how unpredictable the world looked beforehand, and closing our minds to
all the ways the course might have changed. This collection is thus both an exploration of alternative
scenarios to world history and an exercise in testing the strengths and weaknesses of counterfactual
experiments.
 
"If ever there was an argument for the usefulness of counterfactual history, this admirable, and admirably
focused, collection has convincingly made it."
—Robert Cowley, editor of the What If?TM series
 
"With chapters ranging from politics to war to religion to economics and to science and technology, this is
the most thematically wide-ranging collection on counterfactuality. An intelligent, cutting-edge study with
important things to say."
—Jonathan C. D. Clark, Department of History, University of Kansas
"This volume is likely to become a standard reference in the literature on historical methodology, and could
have a dramatic impact on the way future generations of historians approach disciplinary inquiry. . . . By
allowing readers to share in the doubts and epiphanies that lead up to the authors' epistemological
revelations, the volume allows readers to grasp the rich potential of approaching their own research from a
counterfactual perspective."
—Aaron Belkin, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of California, Santa Barbara
 
Philip E. Tetlock is Mitchell Professor, Haas School of Business, University of California, Berkeley, and
author of Expert Political Judgment: How Good Is It? How Can We Know? 
Richard Ned Lebow is James O. Freedman Presidential Professor of Government at Dartmouth College and
author of The Tragic Vision of Politics: Ethics, Interests and Orders, winner of the Alexander L. George
Award for the best book in political psychology.
Geoffrey Parker is Andreas Dorpalen Professor of History at Ohio State University, a Fellow of the British
Academy, and author of The Military Revolution: Military Innovation and the Rise of the West, 1500-1800,
winner of two book prizes.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

This Unmaking the West: "What-If?" Scenarios That Rewrite World History book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This Unmaking the West: "What-If?" Scenarios That Rewrite World History
without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Unmaking the West: "What-If?" Scenarios That Rewrite World History can bring
if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Unmaking the West: "What-If?" Scenarios That Rewrite World
History having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Wesley Binns:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Unmaking the West: "What-If?" Scenarios That Rewrite World History.

Michael Anderson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Unmaking the West: "What-If?" Scenarios That
Rewrite World History was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Unmaking the
West: "What-If?" Scenarios That Rewrite World History has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Ruth Vazquez:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Unmaking the West: "What-If?" Scenarios
That Rewrite World History to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Unmaking the West: "What-If?"
Scenarios That Rewrite World History can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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