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"Violent scenes in American fiction are not only brutal, bleak, and gratuitous," writes Michael Kowalewski.
"They are also, by turns, comic, witty, poignant, and sometimes, strangely enough, even terrifyingly
beautiful." In this fascinating tour of American fiction, Kowalewski examines incidents ranging from
scalpings and torture in The Deerslayer to fish feeding off human viscera in To Have and Have Not, to show
how highly charged descriptive passages bear on major issues concerning a writer's craft. Instead of focusing
on violence as a socio-cultural phenomenon, he explores how writers including Cooper, Poe, Crane,
Hemingway, Faulkner, Wright, Flannery O'Connor, and Pynchon draw on violence in the realistic imagining
of their works and how their respective styles sustain or counteract this imagining.

Kowalewski begins by offering a new definition of realism, or realistic imagining, and the rhetorical
imagination that seems to oppose it. Then for each author he investigates how scenes of violence exemplify
the stylistic imperatives more generally at work in that writer's fiction. Using violence as the critical occasion
for exploring the distinctive qualities of authorial voice, Deadly Musings addresses the question of what
literary criticism is and ought to be, and how it might apply more usefully to the dynamics of verbal
performance.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

This book untitled Deadly Musings to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Christopher Patterson:

Often the book Deadly Musings will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suited to you. The book Deadly Musings is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Karen Lheureux:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Deadly
Musings your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication
then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Deadly
Musings giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info
for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Tanya Nolan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Deadly Musings
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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