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An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism is a comprehensive survey of Indian Buddhism from its
origins in the 6th century BCE, through its ascendance in the 1st millennium CE, and its eventual decline in
mainland South Asia by the mid-2nd millennium CE. Weaving together studies of archaeological remains,
architecture, iconography, inscriptions, and Buddhist historical sources, this book uncovers the quotidian
concerns and practices of Buddhist monks and nuns (the sangha), and their lay adherents--concerns and
practices often obscured in studies of Buddhism premised largely, if not exclusively, on Buddhist texts. At
the heart of Indian Buddhism lies a persistent social contradiction between the desire for individual
asceticism versus the need to maintain a coherent community of Buddhists. Before the early 1st millennium
CE, the sangha relied heavily on the patronage of kings, guilds, and ordinary Buddhists to support
themselves. During this period, the sangha emphasized the communal elements of Buddhism as they sought
to establish themselves as the leaders of a coherent religious order. By the mid-1st millennium CE, Buddhist
monasteries had become powerful political and economic institutions with extensive landholdings and
wealth. This new economic self-sufficiency allowed the sangha to limit their day-to-day interaction with the
laity and begin to more fully satisfy their ascetic desires for the first time. This withdrawal from regular
interaction with the laity led to the collapse of Buddhism in India in the early-to-mid 2nd millennium CE. In
contrast to the ever-changing religious practices of the Buddhist sangha, the Buddhist laity were more
conservative--maintaining their religious practices for almost two millennia, even as they nominally shifted
their allegiances to rival religious orders. This book also serves as an exemplar for the archaeological study
of long-term religious change through the perspectives of practice theory, materiality, and semiotics.
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From reader reviews:

Derek McCaleb:

The book An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book An
Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

Dolores Mika:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept An Archaeological
History of Indian Buddhism suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhismis the main one of several books
this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
on this book.

Michael Turner:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Marilyn Oxford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
So you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra An
Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism.
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