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Rich with illustrations, Dress Codes systematically analyzes the meaning and relevance of clothing in
American culture. Presented here in one book for the first time are theories of clothing and an up-to-date
analysis of images of power and authority, gender, seduction (the sexy look, the alluring look, the glamorous
look, the vulnerable look), wealth and beauty, youth and health, and leisure and political hierarchy. Taken
together, the chapters offer to the student and the general reader a complete “semiotics of clothing” in a form
that is highly readable, very entertaining, and thoroughly informative. The illustrations provide fascinating
glimpses into the history of American fashion and clothing—along with their antecedents in Europe—as well
as a fine collection of images from the more familiar world of contemporary America.After ten years of
teaching and research, Rubinstein has identified six distinct categories of dress in American society, upon
which Dress Codes is based. “Clothing signs” have only one meaning and are instituted by those in authority
as required attire (police uniform, nun’s attire); “clothing symbols,” which have several meanings and
involve individual choice (designer clothing, jewelry); “clothing tie-signs,” which are specific types of
clothing that indicate membership in a community outside mainstream culture (Hasidic, Amish, or Hare
Krishna attire); “clothing tie-symbols,” which act as a means of broader social affiliation emanating
especially from fears, hopes, and dreams (Save the Earth clothing, Pro-Choice T-shirts, Madonna’s crosses);
“personal dress,” which refers to the “I” component we bring in when dressing the public self (bowtie,
dramatic, or artistic attire); and “contemporary fashion,” which is the interaction between political and
economic events and consumer sentiments, involving public memory.Written in a lively and entertaining
style, Dress Codes will fascinate both general readers and students interested in the history of fashion and
costume, fashion design, human development, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Dress Codes: Meanings And Messages In
American Culture. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Jeffrey Primo:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Dress
Codes: Meanings And Messages In American Culture is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Dennis Ramirez:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Dress Codes: Meanings And Messages In American Culture we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Dress Codes: Meanings And Messages In American Culture. You can more inviting than now.

Beverly Barber:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Dress Codes: Meanings And Messages In American Culture when you required it?
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