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Although most Americans associate earthquakes with California, the tremors that shook the Mississippi
valley in southeast Missouri from December 16, 1811, through February 7, 1812, are among the most violent
quakes to hit the North American continent in recorded history. Collectively known as the New Madrid
earthquakes, these quakes affected more than 1 million square miles. By comparison, the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake affected only 60,000 square miles, less than one-sixteenth the area of the New Madrid
earthquakes.

Scientists believe that each of the three greatest tremors would have measured more than 8.0 on the Richter
scale, had that measuring device been in place in 1811. Vibrations were felt from the Rocky Mountains to
the Atlantic coast and from Mexico to Canada. The quake zone was in constant movement during this period.
Five towns in three states disappeared, islands vanished in the Mississippi River, lakes formed where there
had been none before, and the river flowed backward for a brief period.

Providing eyewitness accounts from people both on the land and on the river, Bagnall captures the fears of
the residents through their tales about the smells and dark vapors that filled the air, the cries of the people,
the bawling of animals, and the constant roar of the river and its collapsing banks. On Shaky Ground also
traces the history of the founding of New Madrid and considers the impact of the earthquakes on population
and land in southeast Missouri. Predictions for future earthquakes along the New Madrid fault, as well as
instructions on preparing for and surviving a quake, are also included.

Informative, clearly written, and well illustrated, On Shaky Ground will be of interest to all general readers,
especially those interested in earthquakes or Missouri history.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

This book untitled On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE
READERS) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
book from your list.

Rebecca Wheeler:

This On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS)
is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using
great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812
(MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt in which?

Scarlet Rome:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812
(MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this
book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Jacob Hill:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-
1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After



you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes
of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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