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It was an explosion that reverberated across the country—and into the very heart of early-twentieth-century
America. On the morning of October 1, 1910, the walls of the Los Angeles Times Building buckled as a
thunderous detonation sent men, machinery, and mortar rocketing into the night air. When at last the
wreckage had been sifted and the hospital triage units consulted, twenty-one people were declared dead and
dozens more injured. But as it turned out, this was just a prelude to the devastation that was to come.

In American Lightning, acclaimed author Howard Blum masterfully evokes the incredible circumstances that
led to the original “crime of the century”—and an aftermath more dramatic than even the crime itself.

With smoke still wafting up from the charred ruins, the city’s mayor reacts with undisguised excitement
when he learns of the arrival, only that morning, of America’s greatest detective, William J. Burns, a former
Secret Service man who has been likened to Sherlock Holmes. Surely Burns, already world famous for
cracking unsolvable crimes and for his elaborate disguises, can run the perpetrators to ground.

Through the work of many months, snowbound stakeouts, and brilliant forensic sleuthing, the great
investigator finally identifies the men he believes are responsible for so much destruction. Stunningly, Burns
accuses the men—labor activists with an apparent grudge against the Los Angeles Times’s fiercely anti-
union owner—of not just one heinous deed but of being part of a terror wave involving hundreds of
bombings.

While preparation is laid for America’s highest profile trial ever—and the forces of labor and capital wage
hand-to-hand combat in the streets—two other notable figures are swept into the drama: industry-shaping
?lmmaker D.W. Griffith, who perceives in these events the possibility of great art and who will go on to
alchemize his observations into the landmark film The Birth of a Nation; and crusading lawyer Clarence
Darrow, committed to lend his eloquence to the defendants, though he will be driven to thoughts of suicide
before events have fully played out.

Simultaneously offering the absorbing reading experience of a can’t-put-it-down thriller and the perception-
altering resonance of a story whose reverberations continue even today, American Lightning is a masterpiece
of narrative nonfiction.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Daugherty:

This American Lightning: Terror, Mystery, the Birth of Hollywood, and the Crime of the Century are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this American Lightning:
Terror, Mystery, the Birth of Hollywood, and the Crime of the Century can be one of the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this American Lightning: Terror,
Mystery, the Birth of Hollywood, and the Crime of the Century forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Harriett Costello:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love American Lightning: Terror, Mystery,
the Birth of Hollywood, and the Crime of the Century, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Debra Daniel:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be American Lightning: Terror, Mystery, the Birth of
Hollywood, and the Crime of the Century why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Robert Victor:

You can get this American Lightning: Terror, Mystery, the Birth of Hollywood, and the Crime of the
Century by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately



make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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