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From meadows to marshlands, seashores to suburbs, field guides help us identify many of the things we find
outdoors: plants, insects, mammals, birds. In these texts, nature is typically represented, both in words and
images, as ordered, clean, and untouched by human technology and development. This preoccupation with
species identification, however, has produced an increasingly narrow view of nature, a "binocular vision,"
that separates the study of individual elements from a range of larger, interconnected environmental issues.
In this book, Spencer Schaffner reconsiders this approach to nature study by focusing on how birds are
presented in field guides.

Starting with popular books from the late nineteenth century and moving ultimately to the electronic guides
of the current day, Binocular Vision contextualizes birdwatching field guides historically, culturally, and in
terms of a wide range of important environmental issues. Schaffner questions the assumptions found in field
guides to tease out their ideological workings. He argues that the sanitized world represented in these guides
misleads readers by omitting industrial landscapes and so-called nuisance birds, leaving users of the guides
disconnected from environmental degradation and its impact on bird populations.

By putting field guides into direct conversation with concerns about species conservation, environmental
management, the human alteration of the environment, and the problem of toxic pollution, Binocular Vision
is a field guide to field guides that takes a novel perspective on how we think about and interact with the
world around us.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Binocular Vision: The
Politics of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical Perspectives in the History of
Environmental Design) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Tisha Betancourt:

Precisely why? Because this Binocular Vision: The Politics of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides
(Critical Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Edward Crosley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Binocular Vision: The Politics of
Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides (Critical Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design)
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Irene Holmes:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. Binocular Vision: The Politics of Representation in Birdwatching Field Guides
(Critical Perspectives in the History of Environmental Design) can be your answer because it can be read by
an individual who have those short free time problems.
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