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Until the mid-1970s, deaf people in Japan had few legal rights and little social recognition. Legally, they
were classified as minors or mentally deficient, unable to obtain driver's licenses or sign contracts and wills.
Many worked at menial tasks or were constantly unemployed, and schools for the deaf taught a difficult
regimen of speechreading and oral speech methods rather than signing. After several decades of activism,
deaf men and women are now largely accepted within mainstream Japanese society.

Deaf in Japan, a groundbreaking study of deaf identity, minority politics, and sign language, traces the
history of the deaf community in Japan, from the establishment of the first schools for the deaf in the 1870s
to the birth of deaf activist movements in the postwar period and current "culture wars" over signing and
assimilation. Drawing on archival and ethnographic research and in-depth interviews with deaf men and
women from three generations, Karen Nakamura examines shifting attitudes toward and within the deaf
community. Nakamura suggests that the notion of "deaf identity" is intimately linked with the Japanese view
of modernization and Westernization. The left-affiliated Japanese Federation of the Deaf embraces an
assimilationist position, promoting lip-reading and other forms of accommodation with mainstream society.
In recent years, however, young disability advocates, exponents of an American-style radical separatism,
have promoted the use of Japanese Sign Language.

Nakamura, who signs in both ASL and JSL, finds that deafness has social characteristics typical of both
ethnic minority and disability status, comparing the changing deaf community with other Japanese minority
groups such as the former Burakumin, the Okinawans, and zainichi Koreans. Her account of the language
wars that have erupted around Japanese signing gives evidence of broader changes in attitudes regarding
disability, identity, and culture in Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Owen Ray:

With other case, little people like to read book Deaf in Japan: Signing and the Politics of Identity. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Deaf
in Japan: Signing and the Politics of Identity. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Grace Moreno:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Deaf in Japan: Signing and the Politics of Identity is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Ruby Sprankle:

Deaf in Japan: Signing and the Politics of Identity can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Deaf in Japan: Signing and the
Politics of Identity although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial imagining.

Marie Nitta:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Deaf in Japan: Signing and the Politics of Identity was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Deaf in Japan: Signing and the
Politics of Identity has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading in which.
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