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Providing in-depth accounts and close critical examinations of nine of Wiseman’s films—Titicut Follies,
High School, Basic Training, Essene, Juvenile Court, Primate, Welfare, Canal Zone, and The Store—this
second edition features a new introduction, a revised and updated filmography, and an updated bibliography.

No book on documentary film has ever analyzed in such detail the work of a single filmmaker. In impeccable
close readings of his films, Tom Benson and Carolyn Anderson explore how Frederick Wiseman has
elaborated his widely admired sensibility.

A special feature is an extended chapter on the legal difficulties encountered by Wiseman’s first
documentary, Titicut Follies, an unflinching depiction of conditions in the Massachusetts Correctional
Institution at Bridgewater. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts took Wiseman to court, seeking to prevent
the exhibition of Titicut Follies. In New York State, three judges refused to issue an injunction against the
film. In Massachusetts, the film was the subject of a sensational series of legislative hearings and a court
trial, in which the principals gave very different stories of the conditions and terms under which the film had
been negotiated and produced.

Wiseman, himself an attorney, exchanged charges and countercharges with Massachusetts Attorney General
Elliot Richardson, and the controversy split the civil liberties community. Judge Harry Kalus, calling Titicut
Follies "a nightmare of ghoulish obscenities," not only ruled for the Commonwealth but ordered that the film
be destroyed. On appeal, the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court modified the Kalus ruling, allowing the
film to be seen only by professional audiences. Titicut Follies became the only American film whose
exhibition is restricted for reasons other than obscenity or national security.

After Titicut Follies, Wiseman went on to become a major independent documentary producer. Many of his
films have been shown on public television in the United States and at film festivals around the world. The
films are widely admired and often highly controversial. Wiseman has developed a unique cinematic rhetoric
that draws from both the documentary and fiction traditions to describe American institutions: a high school,
basic training, a monastery, a juvenile court, a primate research center, a welfare agency, the Panama canal
zone, and a department store. Benson and Anderson scrutinize each of these films, record the reactions of
some of his subjects and audiences, and present the heretofore neglected contributions of his four
cinematographers: John Marshall, Richard Leiterman, William Brayne, and John Davey.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Young:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Reality Fictions: The Films of Frederick
Wiseman book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christen Arnold:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Reality Fictions: The Films of Frederick Wiseman why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Robert Jones:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reality Fictions: The Films of
Frederick Wiseman can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?

Kelly Edge:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Reality Fictions: The Films of Frederick Wiseman when you required it?
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