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The world of Sub-Saharan African music is immensely rich and diverse, containing a plethora of repertoires
and traditions. In The African Imagination in Music, renowned music scholar Kofi Agawu offers an
introduction to the major dimensions of this music and the values upon which it rests. Agawu leads his
readers through an exploration of the traditions, structural elements, instruments, and performative
techniques that characterize the music. In sections that focus upon rhythm, melody, form, and harmony, the
essential parts of African music come into relief. While traditional music, the backbone of Africa's musical
thinking, receives the most attention, Agawu also supplies insights into popular and art music in order to
demonstrate the breadth of the African musical imagination. Close readings of a variety of songs, including
an Ewe dirge, an Aka children's song, and Fela's 'Suffering and Smiling' supplement the broader discussion.
The African Imagination in Music foregrounds a hitherto under-reported legacy of recordings and insists on
the necessity of experiencing music as sound in order to appreciate and understand it fully. Accordingly, a
Companion Website features important examples of the music discussed in detail in the book. Accessibly
and engagingly written for a general audience, The African Imagination in Music is poised to renew interest
in Black African music and to engender discussion of its creative underpinnings by Africanists,
ethnomusicologists, music theorists and musicologists.
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From reader reviews:

Keith McLeod:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The African Imagination in Music will make you to be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that
will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Shalon Fisk:

The book The African Imagination in Music can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The African
Imagination in Music? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
African Imagination in Music has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

John Barrow:

This The African Imagination in Music is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this The African Imagination in Music can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

William Kirby:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The African Imagination in Music or
maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes The African Imagination in Music to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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