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The Historian's Wizard of Oz synthesizes four decades of scholarly interpretations of L. Frank Baum's classic
children's novel as an allegory of the Gilded Age political economy and a comment on the gold standard.
The heart of the book is an annotated version of The Wizard of Oz that highlights the possible political and
monetary symbolism in the book by relating characters, settings, and incidents in it to the historical events
and figures of the 1890s, the decade in which Baum wrote his story. Dighe simultaneously values the leading
political interpretations of Oz as useful and creative teaching tools, and consolidates them in a sympathetic
fashion; yet he rejects the commonly held, and by now well-debunked, view that those interpretations reflect
Baum's likely motivations in writing the book. The result is a unique way for readers to acquaint themselves
with a classic of children's literature that is a bit different and darker than the better-known film version.

Students of history and economics will find two great stories: the dramatic rise and fall of monetary
populism and William Jennings Bryan and the original rendering of a childhood story that they know and
love. This study draws on several worthy versions of the Oz-as-Populist-parable thesis, but it also separates
the reading of Baum's book in this manner from Baum's original intentions. Despite an incongruence with
Baum's intent, reading the story as a parable continues to provide a remarkable window into the historical
events of the 1890s and, thus, constitutes a tremendous teaching tool for historians, economists, and political
scientists. Dighe also includes a primer on gold, silver, and the American monetary system, as well as a brief
history of the Populist movement.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Ball:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Historian's Wizard of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a
Political and Monetary Allegory book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Historian's Wizard of Oz: Reading L.
Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and Monetary Allegory content conveys prospect easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you nonetheless thinking The Historian's Wizard of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political
and Monetary Allegory is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Maria Lamotte:

The book The Historian's Wizard of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and Monetary
Allegory has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Hye Elliott:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Historian's Wizard of Oz:
Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and Monetary Allegory, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jerry Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Historian's Wizard
of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and Monetary Allegory.
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