
Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over
Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and

Imagined Worlds
Joseph P. Laycock

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0520284917
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0520284917
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0520284917


Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing
Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds

Joseph P. Laycock

Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and
Imagined Worlds Joseph P. Laycock
The 1980s saw the peak of a moral panic over fantasy role-playing games such as Dungeons and Dragons. A
coalition of moral entrepreneurs that included representatives from the Christian Right, the field of
psychology, and law enforcement claimed that these games were not only psychologically dangerous but an
occult religion masquerading as a game. Dangerous Games explores both the history and the sociological
significance of this panic.

Fantasy role-playing games do share several functions in common with religion. However, religion—as a
socially constructed world of shared meaning—can also be compared to a fantasy role-playing game. In fact,
the claims of the moral entrepreneurs, in which they presented themselves as heroes battling a dark
conspiracy, often resembled the very games of imagination they condemned as evil. By attacking the
imagination, they preserved the taken-for-granted status of their own socially constructed reality. Interpreted
in this way, the panic over fantasy-role playing games yields new insights about how humans play and
together construct and maintain meaningful worlds.

Laycock’s clear and accessible writing ensures that Dangerous Games will be required reading for those
with an interest in religion, popular culture, and social behavior, both in the classroom and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Ivan Caputo:

This Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and
Imagined Worlds tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of
this Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and
Imagined Worlds can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says
about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Lorenzo Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Dangerous Games: What the Moral
Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds e-book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still uncertainty Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games
Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Glen Bass:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Dangerous Games: What the Moral
Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds is simple to create you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring
the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Diane Sanchez:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over
Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds to make your reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st



opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Dangerous Games: What the
Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds can to be your brand
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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