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This monumental narrative history, told primarily from the Japanese viewpoint, traces the dramatic fortunes
of modern Japan from the invasion of Manchuria and China to the atom bomb. In his Foreword to The
Rising Sun, John Toland calls it a "factual saga of people caught up in the flood of the most overwhelming
war of mankind, told as it happened - muddled, ennobling, disgraceful, frustrating, full of contradiction and
paradox." It was total war involving all Japanese, and their final slogan, taken literally, was "One Hundred
Million Die Together." Here for the first time is the full, far-ranging story of the war in the Pacific-military,
political and diplomatic. The Rising Sun not only reveals an enigmatic and aggressive people fighting for
survival as a modern nation, but refutes many basic assumptions and misconceptions about the motivations
of those in power as well as their conduct of the war. Why did Pearl Harbor occur and was it even
inevitable? Must Roosevelt and Secretary of State Hull share the blame for starting the war? What happened
to the Japanese at Midway, on Guadalcanal, the Philippines, Saipan, Iwo Jima, Okinawa - or during the
controversial Battle for Leyte Gulf? What were Japan's leaders - men such as Tojo, Yamamota and Prince
Konoye - really like? Was the Emperor a puppet, warmonger or neither? How was Truman's decision to use
the atom bomb made and how extensive was the horror at Hiroshima and Nagasaki? What transpired at the
secret debates which raged over the beginning of the war - and during the palace revolt in August 1945,
which attempted to thwart surrender? And finally, what inspired the violent actions of those who actually
fought the war - from generals to privates - and who here have been willing to describe their mistakes, and
speak of the unspeakable: cowardice, murder. cannibalism, surrender, and even desertion? The product of
years of research - hundreds of interviews as well as the author's access to recently assembled official records
and private memoirs and diaries - The Rising Sun recaptures a catastrophic conflict which not only
revolutionized the Japanese way of life but marked the beginning of an ideological and racial contest for all
of Asia. To research this book, John Toland and his wife, who is Japanese, spent fifteen months traveling
through the Far East – Japan, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Taiwan, the Philippines, Guam, Saipan, Singapore,
Malaya and Thailand. Included among the almost five hundred people interviewed were the Emperor's chief
adviser, the Privy Seal Marquis Koichi Kido, top military leaders, members of Tojo's cabinet, hundreds of
military personnel of every rank, as well as more than fifty survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The author
also interviewed numerous Americans, from President Truman and Admiral Nimitz to scores of prisoners of
war.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Trussell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Rising
Sun: The Decline and Fall of the Japanese Empire 1936-1945 Volume One is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

Lily McDermott:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Rising Sun: The
Decline and Fall of the Japanese Empire 1936-1945 Volume One that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The Rising
Sun: The Decline and Fall of the Japanese Empire 1936-1945 Volume One become your personal starter.

Marylou Arroyo:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Rising Sun: The Decline and Fall of the
Japanese Empire 1936-1945 Volume One can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Brian Rutt:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the The Rising Sun: The Decline and Fall of the Japanese Empire 1936-1945 Volume One
when you necessary it?
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