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Funny, lively and unpredictable, stand-up comedy is above all a medium to be enjoyed. Popular as a good
night out and packing the TV schedules, stand-up permeates British society and culture.

Ubiquitous though it is, we are generally reluctant to consider comedy's social consequences. When
comedians offend we seem ready to consider the potential for stand-up to do some wider harm, yet we rarely
consider the good that it might do.

This book looks at the social and political impact of stand-up comedy in both its positive and negative forms.
Drawing on exclusive interviews with comedians such as Stewart Lee, Josie Long, Joe Wilkinson and Mark
Thomas, and examples of comic material on everything from revolution, terrorism and homosexuality, to
knitting and the inefficiency of the home shower, it explores comedy's role in determining our attitudes and
opinions. While revealing the conventions comics use to manage audience response, Sophie Quirk
demonstrates how comedy audiences allow themselves to be manipulated, and the potential harm – and real
benefits – that may arise from 'just' being funny.
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From reader reviews:

William Watts:

The book Why Stand-up Matters: How Comedians Manipulate and Influence can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Why Stand-up
Matters: How Comedians Manipulate and Influence? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Why Stand-up Matters: How Comedians Manipulate and Influence has simple shape but you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Dana Register:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Why Stand-up Matters:
How Comedians Manipulate and Influence book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Mitchell Wilder:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Why Stand-up Matters: How
Comedians Manipulate and Influence can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

William Kavanaugh:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One
of the books in the top checklist in your reading list is Why Stand-up Matters: How Comedians Manipulate
and Influence. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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