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“A hard-hitting thriller.”— Books Ireland

“A compelling story.”—Leinster Express

“Awesomely well-written novel.”—John Walsh, Hedgemaster

“A fascinating read.”—amazon.com

“A mesmerizing murder mystery and a morality tale.”—amazon.com

“Powerful and provocative.”—amazon.com

“Heartfelt and compelling.”—amazon.com

“Searing, beautifully written and gripping.”—amazon.com

In the Irish midlands, two former members of the religious Order of Saint Kieran, which once ran Dachadoo
Industrial School for boys, are murdered within weeks of each other, their bodies found nailed to the floor.

Detectives Tom Breen and Jimmy Gorman are assigned to track down “Nailer,” as the killer is nicknamed.
They warn local clerical outcasts that Nailer may be working off a list.

The editor of the national newspaper The Telegraph, delighted Ireland seems to have its own serial killer,
dreams of a huge spike in revenues. Meanwhile, investigative reporters Pauline Byron and Mick McGovern
are put on the story.

As Nailer continues to kill, Pauline surmises that he may be getting revenge—or justice—for something that
happened in Dachadoo decades earlier. As the past is uncovered and the pursuit for Nailer heats up, the
shocking truth about Ireland’s Church-run industrial schools is revealed.

In this gripping novel Tom Phelan once again brings the artistry and courage of his discerning eye to a
disturbing and emotionally loaded subject.

***

Author Tom Phelan, who is a former priest, grew up in the long shadow of Ireland’s most notorious
institutions for boys, Saint Conleth’s in County Offaly. The reputation of the place was such that as a child,
Phelan and his contemporaries were often threatened with being sent to Saint Conleth’s if they didn’t behave.

This reformatory school was administered by the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, a religious order that
advertised itself as experts in overseeing industrial and reformatory schools. Nevertheless, in 1970,
conditions in Saint Conleth’s were found to be so criminally brutal that a government report recommended
immediate closure.

According to the Irish writer John McGahern, “The true history of the thirties, forties and fifties in [Ireland]



has yet to be written. When it does, I believe it will be shown to have been a very dark time indeed, in which
an insular Church colluded with an insecure State to bring about a society that was often bigoted, intolerant,
cowardly, philistine and spiritually crippled.”

Tom Phelan’s Nailer is both a riveting whodunit and a deeply affecting indictment of the Catholic Church’s
grab for power after the British departed from Ireland. Nailer shines a light on a very dark time in Ireland’s
modern history.

VISIT TOM PHELAN'S WEBSITE: www.tomphelan.net

FOLLOW TOM ON FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/tomphelannovels
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From reader reviews:

Mitchell Diaz:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Nailer will make you to be
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this
open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Cheryl Kirkland:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Nailer can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Joel Padilla:

Often the book Nailer has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Amy Smith:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Nailer we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative
person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life with that book Nailer. You can more attractive than now.
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