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Reviews of the previous edition: ??i??In this academic bestseller - indeed, one of the most widely read books
ever written in the history and philosophy of science - Alan Chalmers provides a refreshingly lucid
introduction ...Drawing on illuminating historical examples, he asks and answers some of the most
fundamental questions about the nature of science and its methods??i??i??' - Ronald L. Numbers, William
Coleman Professor of the History of Science and Medicine, University of Wisconsin at Madison. ??i??Crisp,
lucid and studded with telling examples ...As a handy guide to recent alarms and excursions (in the
philosophy of science) I find this book vigorous, gallant and useful??i??i??' - ??i??New Scientist??i??. What
is the characteristic that serves to distinguish scientific knowledge from other kinds of knowledge? What is
the role of experiment in science? What is the role of theory in science? In clear, jargon-free language, the
third edition of this highly successful introduction to the philosophy of science surveys the answers of the
past hundred years to these central questions. The previous edition of this book, translated into fifteen
foreign languages, has been thoroughly revised in the light of two decades of teaching experience on the part
of the author, and has been brought right up to date. The text has been enriched by many new historical
examples and the early chapters have been reorganised, re-ordered and amplified to facilitate the introduction
of beginners to the field. The new edition includes new chapters on the following topics: the new
experimentalism; the Bayesian approach to science, currently in vogue; the nature of scientific laws; and,
recent developments in the realism/anti-realism debate. These changes will enhance the value of this book as
a standard university text in the philosophy of science, not just on science and philosophy courses but also in
the social and human sciences such as sociology and psychology, where the need is felt for an introduction to
scientific method.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Galaviz:

Often the book What Is This Thing Called Science?: An Assessment of the Nature and Status of Science and
Its Methods will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book What Is
This Thing Called Science?: An Assessment of the Nature and Status of Science and Its Methods is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily
to read the book.

Jeffrey Primo:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be What Is This Thing Called Science?: An Assessment of the Nature
and Status of Science and Its Methods why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Dennis Lewis:

This What Is This Thing Called Science?: An Assessment of the Nature and Status of Science and Its
Methods is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always
deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately
using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having What Is This Thing Called Science?: An
Assessment of the Nature and Status of Science and Its Methods in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that will?

Karen Schanz:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely What Is This Thing Called Science?: An Assessment of the
Nature and Status of Science and Its Methods. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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