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When Count Guido Franceschini was tried by a Roman court in 1698 for the rape and murder of his young
wife Pompilia, he had the church, the state, and “all of sensible Rome” supporting him. Their cynical
mandate sprang from the traditional belief that in a patriarchal society the male should wield absolute power,
including the power of life and death, over the female. In Pompilia, Brady discusses how Browning’s
masterpiece exposes the pervasive misogyny of patriarchal culture justified in the principle of honoris causa
jealously guarded by church and state.

From his letters it is clear that the poet parallels the Rome of the Franceschini trial with the patriarchy of
Victorian England. Tracing the classical sources of institutionalized misogyny — from Aristotle to Justinian
to Livy, from Genesis through the New Testament — Brady shows how ancient and pervasive is the
patriarchal system and argues that the woman thus defined by traditional theology is identical to the
pornographer’s definition of woman: the woman made for the man.

Confronting the problem of sexual cynicism among interpreters of The Ring and the Book from Thomas
Carlyle to the present, Brady examines the character of Pompilia — the victim on trial essentially for the
crime of being raped and murdered. She examines the explicitly sexual degradation of Pompilia by Guido
and his priest brother, and she points out the sexual bias rampant in the trial proceedings, a bias that reveals
the ecclesiastical corruption surrounding the institution of marriage.

One of the first book-length studies of Browning’s feminism, Brady’s study makes valuable interpretive
contributions to The Ring and the Book, and should earn the poem new readers among both feminists and
traditionalists.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert
Browning'S The Ring And The Book has been making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Pompilia: A Feminist Reading
Of Robert Browning'S The Ring And The Book is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship using the book Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert Browning'S The
Ring And The Book. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jeffery Herring:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is definitely Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert Browning'S The Ring And The Book.

Corinne Parsons:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert Browning'S The Ring And The Book can be your answer since it
can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

William Moreau:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert
Browning'S The Ring And The Book can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this
one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert Browning'S The Ring And The Book.
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