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During the last decades of the nineteenth century, Charles Darwin, Thomas Henry Huxley, Walter Pater and
others changed the nature of thought concerning the human body and the physical environment that had
shaped it. In response, the 1890s saw the publication of a series of remarkable literary works that had their
genesis in the intense scientific and aesthetic activity of those preceding decades?texts that emphasized
themes of degeneration and were themselves stylistically decompositive, with language both a surrogate for
physical deformity and a source of anxiety. Susan J. Navarette examines the ways in which scientific and
cultural concerns of late nineteenth-century England are coded in the horror literature of the period. By
contextualizing the structural, stylistic, and thematic systems developed by writers seeking to reenact
textually the entropic forces they perceived in the natural world, Navarette reconstructs the late Victorian
mentalité. She analyzes aesthetic responses to trends in contemporary science and explores horror writers'
use of scientific methodologies to support their perception that a long-awaited period of cultural decline had
begun. In her analysis of the classics Turn of the Screw and Heart of Darkness, Navarette shows how James
and Conrad made artistic use of earlier "scientific" readings of the body. She also considers works by lesser-
known authors Walter de la Mare, Vernon Lee, and Arthur Machen, who produced fin de siècle stories that
took the form of "hybrid literary monstrosities." To underscore the fascination with bodily decay and
deformation that these writers explored, The Shape of Fear is enhanced with prints and line drawings by
Victor Hugo, James Ensor, and other artists of the day. This elegantly written book formulates a new canon
of late Victorian fiction that will intrigue scholars of literature and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

This book untitled The Shape of Fear : Horror and the Fin De Siecle Culture of Decadence to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from
your list.

Joseph Singleton:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of
them is this The Shape of Fear : Horror and the Fin De Siecle Culture of Decadence.

Stephen Beatty:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Shape of Fear : Horror and the Fin De
Siecle Culture of Decadence guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The Shape of
Fear : Horror and the Fin De Siecle Culture of Decadence as good book but not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kelly Jackson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Shape of Fear :
Horror and the Fin De Siecle Culture of Decadence which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.
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