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I want to die. I do not want to be mad...It is like my body is a house, and some visitor has come, and attacked
the person who lived there.

After an Australian patrol officer commits suicide on a remote New Guinea island in 1959, five witnesses are
called to a government inquiry. Each has a disturbing story to tell: strand by strand, the mystery of the
officer’s past is unravelled. But what of other visitants, like the unidentified flying object and the cargo cult
it has inspired on the island? Informed by Randolph Stow’s experiences, Visitants is an original, astonishing
investigation of colonialism.

Julian Randolph ‘Mick’ Stow was born in Geraldton, Western Australia, in 1935. He attended local
schools before boarding at Guildford Grammar in Perth, where the renowned author Kenneth Mackenzie had
been a student.

While at university he sent his poems to a British publisher. The resulting collection, Act One, won the
Australian Literature Society’s Gold Medal in 1957—as did the prolific young writer’s third novel, To the
Islands, the following year. To the Islands also won the 1958 Miles Franklin Literary Award. Stow reworked
the novel for a second edition almost twenty-five years later, but never allowed its two predecessors to be
republished.

He worked briefly as an anthropologist’s assistant in New Guinea—an experience that subsequently
informed Visitants, one of three masterful late novels—then fell seriously ill and returned to Australia. In the
1960s he lectured at universities in Australia and England, and lived in America on a Harkness fellowship.
He published his second collection of verse, Outrider; the novel Tourmaline, on which critical opinion was
divided; and his most popular fiction, The Merry-Go-Round in the Sea and Midnite.

For years afterwards Stow produced mainly poetry, libretti and reviews. In 1969 he settled permanently in
England: first in Suffolk, then in Essex, where he moved in 1981. He received the 1979 Patrick White
Award.

Randolph Stow died in 2010, aged seventy-four. A private man, a prodigiously gifted yet intermittently silent
author, he has been hailed as ‘the least visible figure of that great twentieth-century triumvirate of Australian
novelists whose other members are Patrick White and Christina Stead’.

Praise for Visitants

‘A brilliant, ambitious novel.’ Sydney Morning Herald

‘Tautly and vibrantly written, and brilliantly evocative of its Trobriand Islands setting.’ Australian Book
Review
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From reader reviews:

Markus Walker:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Visitants: Text Classics seemed to be making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The book Visitants: Text Classics is not only giving you more new information but also to get your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Visitants: Text Classics. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Ellen Omalley:

Often the book Visitants: Text Classics has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
book.

Samuel Potter:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Visitants: Text Classics that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
may pick Visitants: Text Classics become your personal starter.

Brenda Nunez:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Visitants: Text Classics is simple to
bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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