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Here is the first dual biography of the early lives of two key figures in Russian ballet: famed choreographer
George Balanchine and his close childhood friend and extraordinary ballerina Liidia (Lidochka) Ivanova.

Tracing the lives and friendship of these two dancers from years just before the 1917 Russian Revolution to
Balanchine's escape from Russia in 1924, Elizabeth Kendall's Balanchine & the Lost Muse sheds new light
on a crucial flash point in the history of ballet. Drawing upon extensive archival research, Kendall weaves a
fascinating tale about this decisive period in the life of the man who would become the most influential
choreographer in modern ballet. Abandoned by his mother at the St. Petersburg Imperial Ballet Academy in
1913 at the age of nine, Balanchine spent his formative years studying dance in Russia's tumultuous capital
city. It was there, as he struggled to support himself while studying and performing, that Balanchine met
Ivanova. A talented and bold dancer who grew close to the Bolshevik elite in her adolescent years, Ivanova
was a source of great inspiration to Balanchine--both during their youth together, and later in his life, after
her mysterious death just days before they had planned to leave Russia together in 1924. Kendall shows that
although Balanchine would have a great number of muses, many of them lovers, the dark beauty of his dear
friend Lidochka would inspire much of his work for years to come.

Part biography and part cultural history, Balanchine & the Lost Muse presents a sweeping account of the
heyday of modern ballet and the culture behind the unmoored ideals, futuristic visions, and human decadence
that characterized the Russian Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Balanchine & the Lost Muse:
Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

George Sanders:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the
Making of a Choreographer has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Balanchine & the Lost Muse:
Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer is not only giving you much more new information but also to
be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship using the book Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making
of a Choreographer. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Phillip Chadwick:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a
Choreographer book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a
Choreographer content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Balanchine &
the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Ann Cason:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the
Making of a Choreographer or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside



science publication, any other book likes Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a
Choreographer to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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