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The detailed portrait of social change in the North China plain depicts how the world of the Chinese peasant
evolved during an era of war and revolution and how it in turn shaped the revolutionary process. The authors
spent a decade interviewing villagers and rural officials, exploring archives, and investigating villagers with
diverse resources and cultural, traditions, and they vividly describe both the promise and the human tragedy
of China's rural revolution. Exploring the decades before and after the establishment of the People's Republic
in 1949, they trace the growing economic desperation and cultural disintegration that led to the revolution,
the reforms undertaken by the Communist leadership that initially brought economic gains and cultural
healing, and the tensions that soon developed between party and peasantry. They show that the Communist
antimarket and collectivist strategies which culminated in the imposed collectivization of 1955-56 and the
disastrous Great Leap Forward of 1958-60, clashed with cherished peasant cultural norms and economic
aspirations. Eventually the party's attack on peasant values and interests, the authors find, produced a rupture
that threatened both developmental and socialist goals and destroyed the democratic potential of the
revolution at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Gilmore:

The book Chinese Village, Socialist State can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Chinese Village, Socialist State?
Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Chinese Village,
Socialist State has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ann Birdsell:

This book untitled Chinese Village, Socialist State to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

John Mendoza:

The actual book Chinese Village, Socialist State will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suited to you. The book Chinese Village, Socialist State is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Robert Lewis:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Chinese Village, Socialist State can give you a lot of
friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Chinese Village, Socialist State.
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