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Kinky boots, corsets, underwear as outerwear, second-skin garments of rubber and leather, uniforms, body
piercing. . . . Today everything from a fetishist's dream appears on the fashion runways. Although some
people regard fetish fashion as exploitative and misogynistic, others interpret it as a positive Amazonian
statement-couture Catwoman. But the connection between fashion and fetishism goes far beyond a few
couture collections. For the past thirty years, the iconography of sexual fetishism has been increasingly
assimilated into popular culture. Before Michelle Pfeiffer's Catwoman, there was Mrs. Peel, heroine of the
1960s television show "The Avengers," who wore a black leather catsuit modeled on a real fetish costume.
Street styles like punk and the gay "leatherman" look also testify to the influence of fetishism. The concept
of fetishism has recently assumed a growing importance in critical thinking about the cultural construction of
sexuality. Yet until now no scholar with an in-depth knowledge of fashion history has studied the actual
clothing fetishes themselves. Nor has there been a serious exploration of the historical relationship between
fashion and fetishism, although erotic styles have changed significantly and "sexual chic" has become
increasingly conspicuous. Cultural historian Valerie Steele has devoted much of her career to the study of the
relationship between clothing and sexuality, and is uniquely qualified to write this book. Marshalling a
dazzling array of evidence from pornography, psychology, and history, as well as interviews with individuals
involved in sexual fetishism, sadomasochism, and cross-dressing, Steele illuminates the complex relationship
between appearance and identity. Based on years of research, her book Fetish: Fashion, Sex & Power
explains how a paradigm shift in attitudes toward sex and gender has given rise to the phenomenon of fetish
fashion. "Steele is to fetish dressing
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Fetish: Fashion, Sex & Power. Try to face the book Fetish: Fashion, Sex &
Power as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Evita Young:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Fetish: Fashion, Sex & Power. All type of
book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Howard Benedict:

This Fetish: Fashion, Sex & Power book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Fetish:
Fashion, Sex & Power without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Fetish: Fashion, Sex & Power can bring any time you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Fetish: Fashion, Sex & Power having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Donald Chen:

The particular book Fetish: Fashion, Sex & Power has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.
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