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In William Faulkner, William James, and the American Pragmatic Tradition, David H. Evans pairs the
writings of America's most intellectually challenging modern novelist, William Faulkner, and the ideas of
America's most revolutionary modern philosopher, William James. Though Faulkner was dubbed an idealist
after World War II, Evans demonstrates that Faulkner's writing is deeply connected to the emergence of
pragmatism as an intellectual doctrine and cultural force in the early twentieth century.

Tracing pragmatism to its very roots, Evans examines the nineteenth-century confidence man of antebellum
literature as the original practitioner of the pragmatic principle that a belief can give rise to its own objects.
He casts this figure as the missing link between Faulkner and James, giving him new prominence in the
prehistory of pragmatism. Moving on to Jamesian pragmatism, Evans contends that James's central
innovation was his ability to define truth in narrative terms -- just as the confidence man did -- as something
subjective and personal that continually shapes reality, rather than a set of static, unchanging facts.

In subsequent chapters Evans offers detailed interpretations of three of Faulkner's most important novels,
Absalom, Absalom!, Go Down, Moses, and The Hamlet, revealing that Faulkner, too, saw truth as fluid. By
avoiding conclusion and finality, these three novels embody the pragmatic belief that life and the world are
unstable and constantly evolving. Absalom, Absalom! stages a conflict of historical discourses that -- much
like the pragmatic concept of truth -- can never be ultimately resolved. Evans shows us how Faulkner
explores the conventional and arbitrary status of racial identity in Go Down, Moses, in a way that is
strikingly similar to James's criticism of the concept of identity in general. Finally, Evans reads The Hamlet,
a work that is often used to support the idea that Faulkner is opposed to modernity, as a depiction of a
distinctly pragmatic and modern world.

With its creative coupling of James's philosophy and Faulkner's art, Evans's lively, engaging book makes a
bold contribution to Faulkner studies and studies of southern literature.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Anderson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book William Faulkner, William James, and the American
Pragmatic Tradition (Southern Literary Studies) had been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book William Faulkner,
William James, and the American Pragmatic Tradition (Southern Literary Studies) is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book William Faulkner, William James,
and the American Pragmatic Tradition (Southern Literary Studies). You never experience lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Raymond Bailey:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept William
Faulkner, William James, and the American Pragmatic Tradition (Southern Literary Studies) suitable to you?
The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled William Faulkner,
William James, and the American Pragmatic Tradition (Southern Literary Studies)is the one of several books
this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

David Waymire:

This William Faulkner, William James, and the American Pragmatic Tradition (Southern Literary Studies) is
completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this William Faulkner, William James, and the American Pragmatic Tradition
(Southern Literary Studies) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your
better life along with knowledge.

Rita Beatty:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.



It is named of book William Faulkner, William James, and the American Pragmatic Tradition (Southern
Literary Studies). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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